ACTION CHECKLIST

Steal Like an Artist

by Austin Kleon

A printable to-do list of the most effective habits from this book. Check one off each day you do it.
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Build a three-source swipe file

Choose one sentence, one visual detail, and one structural move from unrelated sources. Write why each
one works before making anything new.
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Copy one hero by hand

Recreate a paragraph, layout, sketch, or scene manually. Do not publish it. Use the exercise to identify the
hidden decision rules.
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Transform the medium

Move an influence into a different form: turn a film cut into a meeting opener, a poem into a product note, or
a poster into a daily ritual.
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Trace the family tree

Pick one artist you admire and find three of their influences. Study upstream until your taste has more than
one parent.
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Share the process note

Publish a small artifact with a short lineage note: what inspired it, what you changed, and what you learned
by making it.
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